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What are Autism Spectrum Conditions? 

Autistica, Simonoff et al, 2008 
Richdale and Schreck, 2009 

Autism changes the way people communicate and experience the world around them. 
 
• Delayed or absent speech 
• Problems listening, concentrating and understanding 
• Frequent repetition of words or phrases 
• Difficulty expressing feelings or interpreting others' feelings 
• Difficulty making friends 

 
• Rituals or repetitive behaviors 
• Disliking changes to routines 
• Over or under sensitivity to sound, touch, taste, smell or light 
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"Severely Affected" 

Severely affected by autism or low-functioning autism 
 

  Minimally verbal- 25-30% 

 

 Autism + Intellectual Disability- 30-50% 
 

 Autism with Regression- 32% 

 

Anderson et al., 2007; Norrelgen et al., 2015; Rose, Trembath,  
Keen, & Paynter, 2016, Elsabbagh et al, 2012, Barger et al, 2013  

2% of neuroimaging research included 

people who were 'severely affected' (Jack 

and Pelphrey, 2017) 
 



Why is this population not studied? 

 Recruitment challenges 
 

Methodological challenges 

o Standard forms of assessment often do not apply (eg WISC, 

ADOS) 

o Standard tasks are not appropriate 

 

 Issues around behavioral compliance, anxiety 
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Step 3: Methodology 

VIDEO for RECRUITMENT 



Step 2: Recruitment 

We recruited from: 
 
• Support groups 
• NHS Services 
• Special Schools 
• Facebook 
 

BUT NO LUCK... 
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Why did we not have any success? 

• Issues with words used in advertising? 

 

• Topic not of interest to parents? 

 

• Too daunting to take part? 

 

• Too difficult to take time out? 

 

• Lab based studies not appropriate? 



Next Steps 



Thank you for your attention 


